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We Wish You # 3

a Merry Christmas
and

a Happy New Year!

Thank you very much for your valuable cooperation and continuous support for the past year.
We will continue to strive to be the most reliable Japanese magazine for you

ek

> to reach out to the Japanese market in the Philippines. 5.
- ¢ With your help, we can maximize your opportunity and our reader’s satisfaction. @
N . Here's to another great year for all of you! r —10
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I'd like to redeem a voucher

for Hotel Centro (FT725%)
on the December 20th (Bf) .
Could you make a reservation
for me?

FIME—E (:BAO—HITY)

60%OFFTP200

Zucchini’s

P5005 ORE4#48h35 » P200
I—0O0y/N\HBICEFDHBILANS
Vo MARDEZEDLEFHIBD
BehELHFET,

HhHEARR : 20114128318

5P - Quezon City

50%OFFTP500

IMC Kavino
P1000> D RE4#iBhZF » PS00
BHEF+1=—XFIBOLANS >, 77
Lo ORI RRINGPERIEEZT
S URBREEDDT,

A%NHEAR : 2012438318

15PF : Makati City

60%OFFTP2,600

Hotel Centro
P6,5004 M TE;835 » P2,600
KBRCEENLEXBTIIN 7
D>t HDRTIV T—ILICHZ.
F=I - N—B5EHH.

BXEARR : 201146128318

127 : Puerto Princesa

50%OFFP4,000
Boracay Mandarin
P8,0004 D &E;8%5 » P4,000
B<EEEOLBERTIMNRE—
FTRBLBASHIBICHZBAEE
OHRFIo

ARHEARR : 2012425288

i18Pf : Boracay Island

60%OFFTP400

Excellent Massage
P1,00053 07y —%p P400
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A Taste of Japan : A Column on Japanese Culture

December is the most colorful and vibrant month of the
year in Japan, both traditional and non-traditional events re-
volve around Christmas and New Year. Unlike Christmas cel-
ebration in Christian countries, Christmas in Japan has a
rather romantic connotation.

With fancy restaurants rolling out amorous dinners and
city hotels carrying romantic Christmas packages for lovers;
Christmas Eve is usually spent with loved ones. Even if you
are still single, there are lots of parties you can check out in
the cities. Chicken meals and Japanese interpretation of
Christmas cakes, usually topped with an edible Santa or a
reindeer are widely enjoyed among the average families on
the eve or Christmas day itself. In general, Japanese kids
believe Santa Claus delivers
presents at night, which they
later find out the ‘Santa’ was
their parents who secretly
placed gifts in their bed
rooms.

Although Christmas in Ja-
pan is so much commercial-
ized, some spectacular holi-

-4

Shishimai dance - performing art ©INTO

day light-ups are not to be missed. Visit Ginza, Roppongi or
Omotesando areas in Tokyo and its vicinity for the amazing
illumination, while Kobe's ltalian-inspired giant light-up called
Luminarie draws a big crowed every year.

Yearend and New Year parties are practiced before
and after Christmas mostly among office colleagues or
friends, to forget the woes of the year and to celebrate the
coming year. These parties, the former called Bounenkai and
the latter is known as Shinenkai, are both important gather-
ings in the society. People are usually absent from socializa-
tion on New Year’s Eve and New Year's day because it is

traditionally spent with their families.

Commercialized
Christrnas and

ligeleliilelple] R
New Year Celebrations

Shrine visit at M. Takao in Tokyo ©Yasufumi Nishi/©JIJNTO

The rituals practiced during the New Year are deeply
rooted in the Japanese tradition and culture. People usually
start preparing for the forth-
coming New Year holidays by
doing some holiday shop-
ping, cleaning and decorat-
ing their houses and prepar-
ing auspicious foods before
the holiday starts.

The New Year holidays
or Shogatsu for the first few
days of January are full of traditional rituals rooted in Shinto,
Japan’s indigenous religion and Buddism that you are more
or less familiar with. With or without realizing the religious
roots, Japanese people practice rituals like visiting shrines

and temples, eating New Year foods such as Osechi Ryori,

Homemade Osechi Ryori

©http://www.flickr.com/photos/hemiolia/"hemiolia/flicker

auspicious dishes in lacquer boxes, making rice cakes and
adults giving money to children. Indeed, countless activities

are practiced during the vibrant New Year holidays.

We wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy New

Year! (sweetsholic)

% Holiday light up in Roppongi ©Tokyo Midtown Management Co., Ltd./©JNTO
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GoodNews

The Philippines is perceived in different ways, both good and bad, as a
result of the various images presented by both international and local
media.

That is why the Philippine Primer, Philippines’ ONLY “Japanese free
monthly magazine”, acts as a catalyst in promoting goodwill, and as a
bridge between Japanese and Filipinos. Philippine Primer is committed to
communicating good news about the Philippines.

In partnership with the Department of Tourism, it is an indispensable
resource for Japanese tourists and Japanese residents seeking out the best
of the Philippines from culture to health, spas to resorts, dining fo hotels,
and more.

Since it started in 2008, the readership has grown to 40,000 through our
distribution points in major establishments in Metro Manila, Metro Cebu
and in Japan, as well as through the Primer website.

Clearly, the Japanese are becoming more and more interested about
the Philippines, its beauty, travel destinations, relaxation, shopping and
dining, and business opportunities. The interest goes both ways. Filipinos
also have a growing interest in Japan, its rich culture and current tfrends.

Knowing this, we not only endeavor to provide the Japanese with
valuable information about the Philippines, but we also strive to share the
culture of the Japanese to our non-Japanese fans. That is what we are all
about, connecting Japanese and Filipinos.

This section of the Philippine Primer is for you. There are so many things to
share about Japan and we want to hear from you what you are
particularly interested in. Don't be afraid to speak your mind: comment,
ask and share. You'll never know, Japanese and Filipinos might not be so
different after all.

You can reach us through the following:
email us at info@primer.ph, call us af +632-836-8381,
or talk to us at http://www.facebook.com/Primer.ph.

We truly appreciate hearing from youl!

Featwre of the [ssue

Christmas is around the corner. The year is about to end and Japanese people are all
excited, just like anybody else.

The Japanese are accustomed to have year-end and New Year parties with a big group,
such as their family members, friends or officemates, to further develop deep and warm
relationships. So, restaurants and taverns all over Japan are crowded with party goers for
the months of December and early January.

In this holiday issue, we picked up restaurants that
offer party menus or course meals good for big groups
of people. Also, we covered some newly opened
Japanese restaurants such as Yabu and Ma Maison.

What are you waiting for2 Flip through the magazine

and check out the restaurants before the year ends!

For inquiries

in advertisements,
comments and
suggestions

Please contact:

iMarketing Japan, Inc.
Tel:+63-2-836-8381

Fax: +63-2-808-2163

http://primer.ph

sales@primer.ph

7th Floor Maripola Bldg. 109 Perea St.,
Legaspi Village, Makati City
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CANON Customer Service Centers

Business be simple

CENTRAL LUZON REGION OFFICE

ging Solutions Division
Canon Markating (Philippines]; Inc.
TF, Commerce & Industry Bidg., Campus Ave,
Mckinley Hil, Fart Bonifacio, Taguig City 1634
Trunkline
Diiresct Li
Fax Line
asami_kawaharada@canon.comph
customer_assstance@canon.comph
WWW.CanMon. oo l‘l'|.ph

ck 4, Phase 1, G/F Unit & Northwalk Complex,
Commercial Center,

Barcyy pallanes, Malk

Tel. Mo (632) B84-5000

MANDALUYONG OITY

Liberty Center, Fréedom Plazs

Geound Ratall Row Unit 1 & 2, Shaw Boulevasd

Pampanga
Tel. Moz (045) 961-8734

NORTH LUZON REGION OFFICE
A Plaza Bullding, Quezon Avenue
hangen., San Femando City,

VISAYAS REGION OFFICE
Unit 15, The Gallery, Golam Dyive,

2) 1424
SOUTH LUZON REGION OFFICE
Door 7 & 8 CEA Building,
egazpi City
Ted. Mo (052) 820-2X083

MINDANAD REGION OFFICE
Uniits Bajada B8 Building.

Gapan-Olongapo Road, San Fernando City,
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